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LINDA FARISS 
Linda Fariss has dedicated her entire 
professional career to the Jerome Hall 
Law Library of IU's Maurer School of 
Law, which she helped establish as one of 
the finest and most service-oriented law 
libraries in the country. In her progression 
from head of public services to associate 
director and finally to director of the law 
library and senior lecturer in law, Linda 
has spearheaded dramatic growth in 
the law library's physical facilities, staff, 
collections, and, most critically, services to 
law school faculty, students, and alumni, 
as well as to the entire Indiana University 
community and beyond. 
Born in Bloomington, Linda Mullis 
was the youngest of three children. 
While attending Indiana University as an 
elementary education major, she took a 
summer job at the biology library in 1970. 
By the time she completed her education 
degree in 1973, Linda realized she had 
a real affinity for libraries and took an 
evening position in the the circulation 
department of the lU Main Library (now 
the Herman B Wells Library). It was also 
in 1973 that Linda married James H. 
Fariss, who was then a graduate folklore 
student at IU. After three years of night 
shifts, Linda eagerly applied for the newly 
created position of circulation supervisor 
at the law library. For the next four years, 
Linda was responsible for transforming a 
haphazard operation run by students who 
stuffed circulation records into a drawer 
into a model of organization and efficiency. 
Little did Linda know that her 
modest introduction to law libraries 
would result in a 40-year career marked 
with tremendous success and personal 
gratification. She credits her colleagues 
who encouraged her along the way, in 
particular her mentor, the late Colleen 
Pauwels (J.D.'86), who served as library 
director from 1983 until her retirement 
in 2011. Upon completion of her Master 
of Library Science degree from lU in 
1980, Linda was appointed public services 
librarian. It quickly became apparent that 
in addition to her skills as a reference 
librarian, Linda had an aptitude for 
administration, and she was named the 
library's first associate director in 1983. 
While working full time, Linda entered law 
school at IU in the fall of 1983 and earned 
her J.D., magna cum laude, in 1988. She 
was inducted into the Order of the Coif, 
the national honor society for law school 
graduates, and also was admitted to the 
Indiana bar. Following Pauwels' retirement 
in 2011, Linda served briefly as interim 
director before being named permanent 
director of the library in 2012. 
Linda's guiding principle as a 
librarian and law school faculty member 
has always been a profound service 
orientation, which led directly to so 
many remarkable contributions. Linda 
was responsible for expansion of the 
library's teaching mission, including 
greater involvement in the first-year Legal 
Research and Writing Program as well 
as paving the way for the introduction of 
the Advanced Legal Research course. She 
tirelessly sought to ensure that the library 
remain at the cutting edge of technology, 
from the implementation of the first 
automated public access catalogs to new 
online legal research services, to every 
iteration of the library's website, and to 
one of her crowning achievements: the 
library's digital repository, which provides 
open access to the law school's scholarship, 
publications, and history. 
In 2015, Lowell E. Baier (LL.B.'64) 
made a $20 million gift to the school, 
requesting that the library be named 
after his mentor and favorite professor, 
Jerome Hall. Linda's many achievements 
as director contributed in a significant 
way to Mr. Baier's desire to pay tribute to 
Professor Hall in this manner. 
In addition to the lasting contribution 
Linda has made to the Jerome Hall Law 
Library, her legacy is further cemented by 
her role in educating and mentoring new 
law librarians. Continuing the course first 
established by Colleen Pauwels, Linda and 
Associate Director Keith Buckley (J.D.'89) 
have taught the Legal Bibliography class 
offered by the Department of Information 
and Library Science to dozens of aspiring 
law librarians since 1985. The vast 
majority of their students have gone on 
to successful careers in law librarianship, 
many of them at some of the nation's finest 
law libraries. At the annual meeting of the 
American Association of Law Libraries, 
an Indiana University reception hosts 
former students who return year after year, 
eager to share their success stories and to 
acknowledge Linda's role in helping guide 
their careers. 
Collaboration and cooperation 
have also been hallmarks of Linda's 
approach to running a library. With her 
encouragement, our librarians have a 
long history of actively participating 
in organizations such as the American 
Association of Law Libraries, the 
Indiana Networking for Documents and 
Information of Government Organizations 
(INDIGO), and the Big Ten Academic 
Alliance Law Libraries group, all with an 
eye toward expanding their knowledge and 
sharing their expertise. Linda always felt 
that to gain a reputation as a nationally 
respected law library, we must establish 
a presence and contribute to the greater 
good oflaw libraries and legal scholarship. 
Linda's retirement brings with it 
the end of an era at the Jerome Hall 
Law Library. Fortunately, her longtime 
protege, Keith Buckley, has been appointed 
interim director, and will ensure that her 
many contributions will endure. Linda 
is looking forward to traveling with her 
husband, Jim, and daughter, Katie (an 
IU nursing student), in the upcoming 
months. She may even take up one of those 
hobbies she's heard so much about but 
has never had the time to pursue. Those 
of us who have been fortunate enough to 
have worked with Linda wish her much 
happiness in her retirement. 
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